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Fontbonne Deaf Education Program
1960’s
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Rubella epidemic in U.S.A.
Fontbonne’s  Deaf  Education Program is 
established under the leadership of Sr. 
Anna Rose Kraus.
The program is located on the 4th floor of Ryan 
Hall.
Sr. James Lorene Hogan, C.S.J., is head of the 
Deaf Ed. Dept.
The first graduates of the Deaf Ed. Dept., 1963.
Fontbonne Deaf Ed. majors get a federal 
grant to cover the cost of their senior year.
Sr. Joyce introduces The Pattern to teach 
language to the deaf.
Lipreading is the main avenue of learning for 
the deaf.
Deaf children wear one big, heavy body 
hearing aid.  Some had a Y-cord.
In the classroom, deaf children wear big 
earphones.  Everyone is tethered to a 
microphone.
Speech is taught in front of a mirror.  
Visual/Tactile/Auditory methods were used.
The first T.D.D.’s appeared.  


















Recognition of the crucial early years, 
especially for children with disabilities.
Deaf children begin to wear two body 
hearing aids.
B.T.E’s (Behind the Ear hearing aids) are 
available for the deaf.
The first open captioning, 1972, Julia 
Child’s show The French Chef.
1975, Public Law 94-142 ensures the 
education of children with disabilities.










Explosive growth of 














1989, First Steps Missouri provides free 
education for children with disabilities, 
under age 3.
The first programmable hearing aids 
developed.
The first deaf children are implanted 
with single channel cochlear implants, 
mid-1980’s.
By late 1980’s deaf children are 
implanted with one multi-channel 
implant.
First deaf President of Gallaudet
University.
Earlier mainstreaming begins.



























Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990.
Dr. Susan Lenihan is named head of 
Fontbonne’s Deaf Ed. program.
Closed captioning is required on all TV’s.
Insurance plans cover cochlear implants, so 
more deaf children are implanted.
IDEA is modified in 1997 to integrate more 
children with disabilities.
Satellite programs from SJI are established in 
Kansas City, Oklahoma City, Champaign and 
Indianapolis.
The Deaf Ed. program is merged with Speech-
Language Pathology program, resulting in the 
Communication Disorders & Deaf Education 
Department.
Fontbonne and SJI join the St. Louis 
Professional Development School 
Collaborative.
Deaf Education 1990’s
Digital hearing aids are available.
2000’s






Black Eyed Peas 




Center attack in 
N.Y.C.









A graduate program in Early Intervention in Deaf 
Education is offered.  
Foundation grants are available for the graduate 
program.
NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND, 2001.
Recognition of Diverse Learners and Multiple 
Intelligences.
Bilateral cochlear implants are available for children who 
are deaf.
Infants who are deaf are implanted bilaterally, below a 
year of age.
Increased emphasis on early childhood deaf 
education.
The Communication Disorders & Deaf Education 
Department moves to the Center for Teacher and 
Therapist Education in the newly remodeled East 
Building.
Student teachers are placed at MOOG, CID, SSD, 
and other programs.
Programs for the deaf begin to use teletherapy
technology.
Deaf Education 2000’s
